ala are oa ais al. 9 wl a oe, ae 


Moi: eet ant anaice ae 


ayes GH 4 eee : 4 , 


ay Se 5 % < . i 


RELIGIOUS en EESAAGEN — 





ee 











— a 


¢¢ BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT Joy.’ 





No. 47. 


APRIL 18 18, 1818, 


Vou. ll. 


— De 








=~ 





-— 





FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


ABYSSINMN CHURCH, 


and Valuable Ethiopic Manuscript. 


The Church Missionary Society in Eng- 
jand are endeavoring to establish an inter- 
course with the ancient Church of Abys- 
sinia, in order to revive its primitive inteifi- 
gence and zeal. Mr. Conner and Mr Jow- 
eit are to undertake an embassy to Egypt; 
one object of which will be to open a com- 
munication with Abyssinia. 

The following extract trom ibe instruc 
tiens given to Mr. Conner will explain the 
object of the mission and smetieds to our 
readers the description ofan Ethiopic Ms. 

lately come into the,possession of the Soci- 
ety —We trust the tune is not far disiant 
when the scriptures will be pulJished for 
distribution in the Ethiopic langucge. 


That most ancient Christian Church 
lays a strong claim‘to our especial re- 
gard. Surrounded, and continually 
encroached on, by Mahomedan Zeal, 
it seems to stretch out its imploring 
arms forour aid. It possesses the Ho- 
ly Scriptures in an ancient and pure 
Version; but the copies of these Scrip- 
tures, in the gradual decay of the 
Church, have become rare, scattered, 
and mutilated. No object can present 
itself to the Christian world, of greater 
interest, or of more probable influence 
on that whole Church and nation, 
than the communicatiog to them, in 
rich abundance, of copies of that Di- 
vine Word, which they still reverence 
and love, but of which there is now a- 
mong them a grievous famine. The 
rood Providence of God has lately 
brought into the Society’s pessession a 
MS. of peculiar value. It contains a 
perfect copy of the first eight books of 
the Old Testament, in Ethiopic. ‘The 
committee have offered to the British 
and Foreign Bible Society the use of 
this invaluable MS. in order to print 
from it an edition of this portion of the 
Scripture; and our Mr. Lee has ten- 
dered his able services to edite this 


work. Other portions of the Ethiopic 
Scriptures are unexpectedly discover- 
ing themselves; and by the blessing of 
God on your researches through the 
medium of Egypt, we doubt net but 
that, at no great distance of time, the 
Abyssinian Church will be revived and 
restored by the multiplication of oop- 
ies of the Divine Word. 

It is remarkable, that, notwithstand- 
ing the great repule of the Ethiopie 
Version among the learned in Europe 
for more than two hundred years, the 
far greater part of the Bible has never 
appeared in print. Itis probable, in- 
deed, that Ludolf, the great Ethiopic 
Scholar and Grammari ian, would have 
printed many portions, and perhaps 
the whole of the Old Testament, had 
saffieient encou.agement been afford- 
ed him: but, in those times, neither 
the love of letters, nor the superior de- 
sire of giving the waters of life freely, 
had obtained an ascendency over the 
minds of men, suflicient to bring to 
light so valuable a portion of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures. Still we are mueh 
indebted to Ludolf and his excellent 
cotemporaries, both for the portions of 
Scripture which they did print, and 
for the Elementary Books which they 
left behind them. Much, however, re- 
mains to be done, in this very interest- 
ing department of literature; which 
has now for more than a hundred 
years, scarcely been so much as na- 
med, much less inquired mito. 

The first portions of the Ethiopic 
Scriptures that appeared in print, were 
the Psalms, and the Song of Solomon : 
edited at Rome, by John Potken, A. 
D. 1513. In 1548, the New-Testa- 
ment was also printed at Rome, by 
some Abyssinian Priests; and was al- 
terward reprinted in the London Poly- 
glott: but as the manuscripts used in 
the Roman edition were old and muti- 
Jated, the editors restored such chasms 
as appeaged in the Text, by transh- 
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tionsfrom the Latin Vulgate. These 
editions, therefore, are not of much 
value, as they do not present faithful 
copies of the ancient Ethiopic Text. 
About the middle of the 17th century 
appeared in print, the Book of Ruth; 
the Prophecies of Joel, Jonah, Gepha- 
mah, and Malachi; the Song of Mo- 
ses; that of Hannah (1 Sam. u.); the 
Prayers of Hezekiah, Manassah, Jo- 
nah, Azariah, and the three Children ; 
Isaiah; Habakkuk; the Hymns of the 
Virgin Mary, Zachariah, and Simeon; 
and the first four chapters of Genesis. 
In LSL5, the British and Foreign Bible 
Sovi-ty published a reprint of Ludolf’s 
Psalter. This is the whole of the E- 
thiopie Scriptures hitherto printed. It 
does not seem necessary here to enu- 
merate ali the reprints of the above 
yortions of the Ethropic Bible. 
sy the help of the invaluable Ms. 
which has come into the Society’s pos- 
session, we hope, through the blessing 
of God on our endeavors, to add some- 
th..g to the very scanty stock above 
enumerated; and, what is far better, 
to multiply copies ef the Word of God 
for the benefit of the Churches in A- 
byssinia. This MS. contains the first 
eight books of tue Old Testament, 
written on velium, in a bold and mas- 
terly hand, in two columns on each 
page. The length of the page is that 
ofa large quarto; the width is not 
q ite so great. The volume contains 
235 folios, of which the text covers 
232, very acutely written, and in high 
preservation. On the fitst page is 
written in Ethiopic, the invocation u- 
sually found in books of the Eastern 
Christians: “In the name of the I’a- 
ther. and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” Thea follows an account of 
the contents of the book, weitten in 
Latin by some former Possessor, and 
«date, A.D. 1696. 20. Sept. On the 
@reverse of the first folio is found a ta- 
ble, not unlike the tables of genealogy 
in some of our Old English Bidies, 
which seems to be intended to shew 
the hours appointed for certain pray- 
ers. Then follows the book of Geue- 


sis, as transiated from the Greek of 
the Septuagint. On the reverse of the 


byssinian Church. 


third foho is the following inscription, 
m Arabic: “ The poor Ribea, the Son 
of Elias wrote it: O wine! to which 
nothing can be assimilated, either in 
reality or appearance: O excellent 
drink ! of which our Lord said, having 
the cup in his hand, and giving thanks, 
‘This is my blood for the salvation of 
men.’” Folios 7 and 8 have been sup- 
plied, in paper, by a more modern 
hand. On the reverse ef folio 8 isa 
very huimbie attempt at drawing, in 
the figure of a person apparently in 
prayer, accompanied by an inserip- 
tion, in Ethiopic at the side of the fig- 
ure: “In the prayers of Moses and 
Aaron, to *Abraham, Isaae and Jacob, 
ain I, thy servant, OQ Lerd, presented 
in the power of the Trinity, a weak, in- 
fim, and defileé sinner. Let them 
implore Christ.” Under the drawing, 
in Etmiopic: “In the same manner, 
every slayer that shall slay Cain, will 
I repay in this; and, as he slew, so 
shail he be slain” On the reverse of 
folio 98, at the end of the Book of Ex- 
odus, are two Figures, somewhat simi- 
har, but rather better drawn, and seem- 
higly by the writer of the MS.; and in 
auother place or two, there are mar- 
ginalornaments. At theend of Deut- 
erouomy is this inscription, in Ethio- 
pic: “The repetition of the Law, 
which God spake to Moses. Number- 
ed 45070 (words). Intercede for your 
Slave Isaae.”—At the end of the vol- 
ume: Pray for those who labored in 
nis book; and for your slave Isaac, 
who gave this to Jerusalem, the H iy.” 
Then follows an inscription,in Arabie: 
“Inthe name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost one 
God. O Lord, save thy People trom 
every evil! O our God, Jesus Carist, 
* As this inserip‘ion, which occurs on 
the supplied leaves, savours of the errorg 
ofthe Romish church, it was probably writ- 
ten by some Abyssinian Catholic. ‘Ihe ia 
scriptions of Isaac, the writer of the ‘ix., 
though mutilated, and sometimes obscure, 
seem free from these errors. The figure of 
St. Peter, mentioned below, was provably 
graced by the same hand. 
+ It is customary among the Jews, Syri- 
ans, and Kthiopeans, to number the words 
in the Books of Scripture. 
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die speaker to men! ioly people, 
remember your slave Isaac the poor : 
God shall remember you in the mer- 
cies of this Book. Pray, if God be wil- 
ing, that I may be permiited to see 
,our face. And pray for me, the sin- 
ner. Pardon my sins, O Lord! and 
‘et my body be buried in Mount Zion.” 
Then follows, in Ethiopic: © That our 
enemies may not savofus; § We have 
conquered them :’ be ye prudent. We 
iave given youa lamp. Be ye the 
culture.—Sow ye the flock: reap and 
rejoice.” ‘A few lines have beep 
erased. Then follows....“me Isaac, 
the peor in your prayers. It was com- 
pleted in Beth Gabbaza, of Axuma: 
in thy name, O Lord, have I planted, 
that thou place me not in any other 
place except Mount Zion; the mount 
of Christ; the house of Christians.— 
Let them not be forgotten in your 


' prayers, who have read and testified 
/ to you. 
| oflering 

| and preserve all these Books which I 


Preserve, O Lord, this my 
for me thy servant, the poor ; 


offer, that the Brethren, dwelling at 
Jerusalem, may be comforted. And 


; pray for me :* forget ine not in thy 
'Sloly Offices, and in prayer, that we 
ma) all stand before God in the terri- 


ble day and hours. Thatit might not 
be written that we were wanting, I 
have previously sent and given you 


> this for the warfare of the testimonv. 


Intercede, and bless. And also for 
the refreshing of the record of the ka- 
and also for Cueskain?, the 
fueen of the Sons of Abyssinia; that 
they may be comforted, and thence 
of the Eastern Churches, it is 


merate their Saints ina 
Certain part of the Liturzy. 


* In most 


‘The name of a region, a sea and a 
monntain,gin Ethiopia; socelebrated, as to 
he esteemed by the Ethiopians as preferable 
to even Sinai or Mount Olivet; and, as tra- 
Cition says, whither Joseph and Mary, with 


sub voce.—Ludel/: 
fub voce, says it is the name ofa Monaste- 
ty in Upper Peypt, which was always liad 
in great veneration by the Copts and Ethio- 

and where CBristis said to have re- 
with bis mother when he fied from 
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convert our region—may, moreover, 
migrate into other regions, and restore 
Jerusalem : and for the Calvary of Ma- 
ry. Let them pray for me. Let it be pre- 
served as the Widow’s Mite,for ever axd 
ever. Let them not sel! or exchange; 
nor let them carry it away; nor let 
them cause it to be placed elsewhere. 
And....” the rest is wanting. Hence 
it appears that the book was written in 
Axuima, the ancient capital of Ethio- 
pia; and that it was sent by Isaac to 
the Abyssinians residing in Jerusalem. 
No date appears in the MS. itself. It 
is probably, about 300 years old. On 
the reverse of folio 285, is a drawing, 
intended to represent Andrew the A- 
postie, with the book of the Gespel in 
one hand, and the keys in the other. 
Some less ingenious draftsman, howev- 
er, has, by means of the transparency 
of the vellum, traced out this figure on 
the first page of this folio, and given 
the name of Peter to his humble rep- 
resentation.’ He has thus succeeded 
in assigning to St. Peter the first place, 
and also in bestowingon him the keys: 
Against this — of Peter is placed 
his age, 120 years 





MISSION TO THE JEWS. 


The following extracts from letters, give 
a farther detail of the journey of Messrs. 
Way, Cex, and Solomon, among thie 
Jews. (See p. 711.) 


From the London Jewish Expositor. 
Roterdam, Monday Aug. 11th. 


I first walked out with Solomon a- 
bout one, along the dam of the river, 
and before we had proceeded far, our 
ears were regaled with a noise similar 
to that to he heard in Duke’s Place, 
Londé», and turning round we per- 
ceived what a clean but clumsy crea- 
ture, looking like neither male nor fe- 
male, called the “ Judy Kirk,” which 
on entering, we found to be no less 
than the great and only synagogue 
of the city: thus the first place of 
worship we entered in the town, 
was that we most wished to see; and 
we found our house to be like that of 


Justus, hard upon thes ynagogue—it is 


much like those in London. 
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As we returned Mr 
whom more hereafter) called, and 
finding we had Hebrew Tesiaments 
to preset to Jews, proposed a visit 
to Dr. , an inteiligent Jew phy si 
clan, he dector received us with 
great polieness and apparent good 
will; discoursed freely with ‘ir. Cox 
and inyself on the subject, and des. 
canted especially ou the exclusion of 
Jews from among the higher classes 
among professing Christians. He 
told us bis son was a young man of 
great attainments, and beloved by all 
who knew him; bet on a late propo- 
sai to introduce him at a private con 
cert, he apology made for his exciusion 
was, ‘“‘f aim very sorry, Sir, it ts not in 
my pawer to admit you mito our par- 
ty as you are a Jew.”** fF observed, 
his sou mig. have auswered the gen- 
tleman, “ Pray, Sir, may [take the 
litecty of asking whether you are a 
7? Oxomy informing the 





Cisristian. : 
Goctor that one object of iny journey 
was to put ihe S optares of the Old 
and New Testament into the hands of 
well disposed Jews, he said, “Sir, if 
you ‘o that, and vour conduct to- 
wards them ic consistent with ihe con- 
tents of that book, you must succeed ;” 
the only way, he continued to make 
poselytes of our nation is, to shew 
them personal kinduess, and prove 
that vou consider them as entitled to 
the common respect paid to people of 
other nations and opinions. We part- 
ed on a very civil footing, when I put 
into his hands a copy of “ Scotv’s des- 
tiny of Israel,” requesting that if he 
approved he would give it to his son, 
and accept of my sermon himself.— 
Such was my first interview with a 
foreign Jew, and may the God of A 

braham bless it to the good of his 
soul! Amen. From Dr. we went 
to cailon Mr. [lall, the minister of the 
Presbyterian Charch, in which during 
the repairing of the Episcopal chapel, 
the service of the Church of England 





* Mr. Way here remarks, that a similar 
‘ime enceriained by the 
“| have 
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We found him very 
ready to accede to our wishes, the 
meeting was commenced in pra. er. 
Mr. Anderson, the Scote’) mi ister, was 
also present, aud a delightfil spirit of 
conciliation prevailed. , theJew 
who had left aboutas ear, whom 
Mr. Aaderson had patronized bere, 
was to have been baptized in fis 
church the f4llowing Sunday, but find- 
ing that ie had applied to me for bap- 
tism in Engtand, he voluntarity gave 
him up, that he might be baptised ac- 
cording to our forms. Sunday L7th 
being the day fixed upon before for 
—"’s baptism, we have determined to 
stay till Monday, which wil allow of 
one sermon on Friday and two on 
Sunday. 


Wednesday }3th, and Thursday 14th. 


On Thursday evening, we were en- 
quiring for a boat in which to make 
the circuit of the town by water, when 
the Sultan spoke to a young gentl:- 
man, who proved to pe the son of Mr. 
R. Haye, the Episcopal Minister, who, 
having heard of our arrival, came 
home to assist us. Having made the 








tour of the city, we prepared for the | | 


service of the morrow, when Solomon 
read the prayers, and [ preached an 
introductory lecture on the duty of 
evangelizing the Jews from Ezekiel 
iii. {have made thee a watchman 
to the house of Israel, therefore hear 
the word from my mouth, and give 
them warning from me.” ‘The church 
was well attended for a weck day ser- 
vice. In the evening we attended the 
Synagogue, where we met with a Jew 
who spoke English well. He itro- 
duced us to the chief rabbi after ser- 
vice, who promised to accept a book 
fronr nme. When 1 called he was 
not at home; and, finding the book 
was the Hebrew Tesiamenut, he re- 
turned it immediately as an unholy 
thing. Mav the God of Abraham 
bring him to the knowledge of the 
truth in itis own tune ! 

On Sunday, [7t, Solomon preach- 
ed at the morning service on the bap- 
tis of the ennuel: te chou beltev- 
est with all thine iieart, tou mayest.” 
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You may suppose I felt not a little for 
the first effart of my eldest child, but I 
assure you he delivered himself with 
so much propriety, that I was more 
than satisfied ; and when time and ex- 
perience have given him fall posses. 
sion and use of his powers, they will, 
I doubt not, be owned and blessed to 
Jew and Gentile. 

Several Jews were present both then 
and in the evening, when an iminense 
crowd were assembled to witness the 
baptism of ; who in remem. 
brance of the Reformer, and the Prov- 
idence which brought him to Amster 
dam, and there presented him asa 
seal to our iministry in the reforma- 
tion of the Jewish Church, was called 


Eraswius. 





Hacue, Monday, Aug. 18. 

The rabbi received us in his study 
with great courtesy ; he was attended 
by a respectable Jew merchant, who 
spoke English perfectly, and proved 
an excellent interpreter. Coffee and 
pipes, pen aud paper were brouglit in 
by his wife; and his son, who spoke 
French with sufficient fluency, soon 
nade his appearance. We entered 
at once upon the general points of the 
expectations entertained by the Jews 
of their goo Messiahs, Ben Joseph and 
Ben David—a distinction which [ al- 
lowed at first, in erdex to shew more 
plainly afterwards their identity in 
the one person ofa suffering and tri- 
umphant Saviour; for the rabbi al. 
lowed that Bea Joseph was fo die, and 
Ben David to reign in peace. ‘This 
bronght us to the question of tune; 
and we soon got into Daniel’s weeks 
and days. 

The whele discussion, was condac- 
ted with great good tumor on both 
sides. He afterwards shewed us the 
synagogue, and returned our visit at 
the Inn, when we discoursed chiefly 
ov the subject of sacrifice. I shewed 
him the Catechism of Tremellius in 
Hebrew, and the New Testament of 
fTutter requesting him to read the 
ixth and xth ofthe Hlebrews. He had 
not patience to do this, but agreed to 
accept acopy ofthe Hebrew Tesia- 
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ment. And thus ended our interview 
with Rabbi Joseph Ashur Leyman. 


—_—_—_—_— — 


A letter of the Pr fessor Leander Van 
Ess, to the London Sew’s Society. 


"Phe faliowing interesting communi- 
cation was ‘ately received by the Com. 
inittee of the Loudon Society, from the 
well known learned and pious profess- 
er Van Ess. The Committee having 
taken his request inio their mature de: 
ihbevation, have been under the pain- 
ful necessity of declining, for want of 
funds to give him the pecuniary aid 
which he solicits, towards the educa- 
tion of the Jewish youths, in whose 
spiritual welfare he expresses so warm 
an interest. Cautious as experience 
has taught them to be, on occassion 
like the present, they would not have 
felt themseves justified in refusing can- 
didates for instruction, s0 vespectahly 
recomimended as those mentioned be- 
low, had their means been adequate 
to their wishes. But they are firmly 
resolved, never again te run before 
the benévolence of the public. 

We have the satisfaction to add, 
that the Rev. Mr. Simeon, who fully 
appreved ofthe resolution of the Com- 
inittee, has with the assistance of some 
other kind friends, andertaken to sup- 
ply the professor with the sum which 
may be required, to meet the present 
exigency. But we trust that this plain 
Statement, in connexion with the doc- 
uments subjoined, will tend to quick- 
en the zeal of those who are seeking 
the salvation of {srael, and induce 
them with renewed confidence, to 
piace in our haads those funds, with- 
out which, our great work of faith can- 
not be carried on with the energy 
winch the Opening prospects abroad 
imperiously demand. 


re ? r ‘ . > . 
* To ihe Venerable Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews. 


“ From the enclosed copies of three 
letters from a Jewish teacher, the ven- 
erable Society wil perceive, that he 
has a strong desire toembrace Chris 
tianity, and that with him anoiler ty 
is ready to do the same. Ile bas of 
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ten attended diving service in my 
church ; I have also spoken with, and 
examined him, and found hitherto that 
he is sincere and true in his profess- 
ion. He is for his station, a pretty 
well educated man to whom the Lord 
has given much light and knowledge 
of himself. ‘The only impediment to 
his openly professing Christianity is, 
that this step would at once deprive 
him of his living, and of all means of 
maintaining himself; for he, as well 
as the other Jew has net where to lay 
his head. His German style is toler- 
able, and he understands also the He- 
brew, but not being acquainted with 
the Latin, he desires to be enabied to 
Study at some university ; which exam- 
ple, the other also desires to follow. 
I immediately applied to the universi: 
ty of Frieburg, but have received an- 
swer, that ihe most I could expect 
was a yearly stipend of sixty florins, 
asum by no means Suilicient. I in- 
treat therefore, the venerabie Society 
for promoting Christianity amongst 
the Jews, to facilitate to these two Jews, 
the exegution of their pious designs, 
by granting them pecuniary assistance 

for some years, out of Christian char- 
ity and generosity, in order that they 
may obtain the accomplishment of 
their ardent desires, and be able to 
continue their studies without being 
exposed to extreme want. I shall be 
a conscientious steward of your char- 
itabie donations, and take care that 
they receive the supply of their neces- 
sities through a third equally consei. 
entious hand. Tosave immortal souls, 
by leading them to Jesus, the sanctifi- 
er, the glorifier, without whom there is 
no salvation, is ihe most exalted re- 
ward ; for ‘his reward’s sake, I appeal 
to the piety and Christian charity of 
the venerable Society, for the kind ac- 
complishment of my earnest request. 

To have saved but one soul will be a 

most glorious reward on the great day 

of the harvest, before the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. Solemnly to re- 
ceive these two Jews by baptism into 

the Christian church, will be to me a 

most delightful feast, and it might by 








cling the Jews. 


the blessing of God, be useful in some 
way or other to their brethren. 

To the above earnest request, I adc 
one more, which is, that you will have 
the kindness to send me some copies 
of the New Testament, translated by 
your Society into the Hebrew, entitled 
The New Covenant of Messiah,’ togeth- 
er with the Reports of your Society. 
Mr. Luke Howard will gladly uidei- 
take the care of remitting these books 
to me. 

Let us pray with fervour, both in 
our love and in our exertions, Thy 
kingdom come! Yes, and it does come 
with power, and the light penetrates 
mightily and with an increasing spread 
through the darkness of Gentiles and 
Jews, and reproaches Christians fe 
their lukewarmness in the faithand in 
love. With the deepest veneration, 
your Brother, united with you in 
Christ, Van Ess. 

Marburg, July 28, 1817. 


Extracts of some Letters froma Jewish 
Teacher to the Rev. Professor Van Ess, 
in Marburg. 
~ No.1. 
January 16, 1817. 


Your learning and philanthropy, so 
well known throughout all Germany, 
but especially the exce!lent means by 
which you are promoting true illumt- 
nation and genuine virtue, encourage 
me, an Israelite by hirth, to approach 
you with reverential confidence, at the 
same time begging You to accept of 
this little book of mine here following, 
as a token of my high esteem and re- 
gard. 

Permit me to acquaint you wider 
the seal of the greatest secrecy, of the 
little satisfaction the religion of my fa- 
thers affords to my mind. For many 
years past I carry about me a clear 
conviction, that our religion ts a com- 
pound of absurdity,and superstition of 
every kind. In _ this conviction, you 
may imagine, I could not take my 
rest; and as I considered religion the 
most momentous concern of man, | 
consulted the writings of the New- Tas- 
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‘ament, where I found a religion per- 
fectly suued tor the human heart, 
which tuly ennobies man, which in- 
structs him im whiat is his truest inter- 
est to be instructed in, whichfurnishes 
him with the best motives to virtue, 
with the most solid consolations in ad- 
versity, with the mostjoyful prospects 
jn the world to come. If found in the 
New Testament, a religion suited te 
every nation, for every form of govera- 
ment, for every age, for every country. 
Nor is there, I think, any doctrine 
that can equal that winch an enligiit- 
ened reason builds upon the principles 
of Christianity. This religion by as- 
suring man of immortality, arms him 
with fortitude in affliction, enhances 
his every temporal enjoyment by the 
certain hope of a future and better 
estate, enables him to look at death as 
his natal hour to a far mere perfect 
life, and gives perfect satisfaction to 
the boundless desires of the human 
heart. Here, reverend Sir, is my sin- 
cere confession of faith, and my con- 
ceptious concerning the Christian re- 
ligion; conceptions, which could nog 
but geverate in me the most ardent 
desires to be a member of the Chris- 
tian church, in order to become a par- 
taker of its great meral privileges. 
The change of my religion will as you 
may imagine, unavoidably draw after 
it the joss of ail my present means of 
subsistence amonginy vation, ho will 
feci disposed to peisecute me, in eve- 
ry way they can. You see tierefore, 
reverend Sir, the necessity there is, 
for my urgent appeal to your piety 
and active philanthropy to facil:tate 
to me the obtaining of my desire, by 
opening to mg a suurce whence I may 
derive the necessary means of subsist- 
ence, and thereby be enabled to pros- 
ecute, at some high school of Chris- 
tendom, my enquiries after truth. If 
you can afford me in Uns way, your 
generous aid, for only eighteen months, 
tis would enable me to stand forth a 
professed disciple of Christ, and en- 
sure to me the means ei being hereaf 
ter useful to my fellow creatures, 2 du- 
ty which Chiistiainity inculcates as 
one of the most important, 1 Cog, xii. 


Letters respecting the Jews. 
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Rom. ix. 3. Gal. iii. 28. Expecting a 

favourable anwer trom your charity, 

I have the honour to remaim wih the 

deepest regard, teverend Sir, 
Your most obedient servant. 


No. IL. 
Jan. 17, 1817. 


The kind reception you gave me 
yesterday exciles in me the must grate- 
ful feelings of acknowledgment, aud 
the hope you gave me with respect to 
the accomp'ishment cf my desires, 
kindles in me the warmest gratitude 
to. you as my benefactor, and the high- 
est adniirvation of you as a disciple of 
Jesus. Yes, it must be happiness to 
be able to say with Jesus, “It is my 
meat and my diink to do the will 
of my Father;” ves, there is no more 
refined reward of virtue than the con- 
sciousness of being virtuous! and this 
happiness, this reward, Sir, is yours. 

| now beg leave, Sir, to state to you 
briefly the views { entertain both of 
the Jewish and.of the Christian reli. 
gion. The Jewish reiiston®™ teaches 
her votaries a God, uot as possessing 
the glorious attributes of love, ulnver- 
sal compassion, but as a despot who 
dispenses his favors on those only who 
observe punctually a thousand axbi- 
trary institutions and bodily exercises ; 
who cisregards all nations except U at 
of the Jews, which ave exclusively his 
peculiar people. 

Qh! how different is the eharacter 
of the religjou of Chi ist, which repre- 
sents God, as he is indeed, as a God 
of love, compassion, and mercy; | 
John iv. 16. “God is iove; and he 
that dwelleth inlove, dwelieth in God.” 
John xii. 35. Rom. xii. JO. What 
lights for my understandi:¢, what com- 
forts for my heart! ‘This it is indeed 
to have the image of God inipressed 
upou our souls, this it is o be partaker 
of a divine nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. this itis 
to be perfect even as om batber which 
is in heaven ts periect fue relgion 
of Christ, and that alone, teaches tie 
true worship of God; i. shews that it 

* He means modern Judaism, founded up- 
on the Lelmud. 
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consists not in any outward forms, but 
that those who will worship God, must 
do it in spirit and in truth. John iv. 
21—24. John xy. 8. Matt. v. 48. xv. 
1—20. xxii. 36—40. and xxiii. 23—28. 
Short as the contrast is, which I 
have now mage between Judaism and 
Christianity, I assure you, I could not 
make it without being deeply affected 
with the exalted character of the one, 
and with the errors and fallacies of the 
other,and my desire to forsake the one, 
and tocleave to the other, becomes pto- 
tionably more ardent and lively. 
Believe these desires, Dear Sir, by in- 
terceding for me, with Christian 
friends, that I may be able not only 
to be baptized openly, but also to con- 
tinue the study of Christ’s religion ; 
by God’s help I shail endeavor to be 
worthy of the name which I am going 
to take upon me, and of the kind as- 
sistance for which I do so earnestly 
entreat your Christian benevolence, 
Yours &c, &c. 


No. Lil. 
July 15, 1817. 

Reverend Professor,—As you have 
given me such a convincing proof of 
your kindness and readiness to relieve 
the distressed, I feel emboldened to 
beg you to Jet me know by a few lines 
whether my last from January 17, to- 
gether with the five exemplars of my 
Patriotic Appeal are come to hand. 
And may I still cherish the consoling 
hope, that I shall soon be enabled to 
confess my faith in the sight of the 
world? Olet me know dear Sir, wheth- 
er you have already applied to some 
university on my behalf. I have now 
to inform you, dear Sir, of the case of 
a certain dear friend of mine. He is 
of like persuasion with myself and 
burns to exchange superstitious Juda- 
ism for enlightened Christianity. I 
informed this my friend of the kind- 
ness with which yeu received me, and 
counselled him to lay his state of mind 
open to your participating heart. In 
his recommendation I can say with 
full conviction, that he is an intelli- 
gent and really learned man, and that 
he will be a valuable member and or- 
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nament of the church. Nothing but 
a desire that all men might follow the 
religion of Jesus, and participate the 
blessed effect of it, could induce me 
to this boldness. In conclusion, per- 
mit me, dear Sir, to express my sin- 
cere wishes that the Almighty may be 
pleased to preserve your invaluable 


life yet many years for the good of 


mankind in general, and his church i: 
particular, and hereafter may your la- 
bours be crowned with endless happi- 
ness. Yours, &c. &c, 





From the London Missionary Chronicle. 


MISSIONS IN AFRICA. 


Extract of a letter from a Missionary 
at Makoon’s Krall, near Lattakoe, 
dated May 25,1817, to Rev. J. Camp- 
bell. 

The daughter of Mateebe (the king) 
is very attentive, and I sometimes hope 
she will be the first brought to Christ. 
Mahootoo (Matebee’s wile) is become 
very friendly, and attends the word 
now and then, as does Munamets (the 
king’s uncle) and their children. Ge- 
duit, our guide to Malapeetzee, is a 
constant attendant, as likewise Sham- 
pan, one who spoke Dutch when we 
were there; but Mateebe’s eldest bro- 
ther, Malaba, and Teiso, the third in 
power, are the most attentive. The 
Lord has made use of the late expedi- 
tions tohelp us. When we first came 
they were very noisy and quarrelsome ; 
but now, under the word, not a sylla- 
ble is spoken, nor does any one at- 
tempt to contradict. 

In a conversation after sermon, a 
few nights ago, I was rejoiced to hear 
Teiso address Mukweesie (a chief who 
was saying he should never understand 
the word) thus: ‘ Makweesje, go be- 
hind a bush, bend your knees, and 
say, Lord Jesus, open my heart to 
understand and love thy word, and 
he will doit.2. This sentence touched 
every string of my heart, and brought 
me, soon after, on inv knees, to thank 
our Lord for this little encourage- 
ment. 

I have received a most pleasing let- 
ter from Mr, Wiliams, in Caffraria ; 


cece aga a ate bat aaa 
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he seems pleased with his situation 
A verbal message was a!so sent to one 
of the missionaries from Gika, to this 
efiect: ‘The seed you sowed in my 
country when you was here, is ripe, 
and you must come to gather it in.’ 

The printing press sent to Griqua 
‘own is come to hand, and they have 
begun to print a Hymn Book. One 
of tie missionaries has begun to com- 
pose a Dictionary and Catechism in 
Bootsuanna language. 

GREAT NAMAQUALAND. 

We have just received a letter from 
Mr. Ebner, missionary to the Kraal 
of Africaner, in Great Nomaqua- 
land, dated Oct. 1817, at Cape- 
town, where he had come on busi- 
ness; in which he states, that he has 
introduced the sowing of potatoes and 

various vegetables, which have pros- 
ered beyond expectation ; he speaks 
also favorably of their crops of corn, 
and hopes the natives will soon experi- 
errce great relief from the introduction 
of these comforts amongst them. He 
informs us also, that the converts con- 
tinue to be attached to the Gospel, 
and to him as their teacher. 

In his examination of some who 
were applying for baptism, he relates 
some of their expressions: one said, 
‘If we will become ehildren of God, 
we must believe in God’s Son, though 
we cannot see him.’ Another said, 
‘Because Jesus has delivered us, by 
suffering death in our place, it is our 
duty to give ourselves to him, soul and 
body, to live for him, and serve bim.’ 
‘ We should nox deliver (said another ) 
our oniy son to our enemies to be 
persecuted and crucified by them— 
but God did so with his Son for our 
sake.’ Another said, ‘my sin that I 
committed in my youth makes me to 
weep bitterly, to be sorrowful, and al- 
so the sins I daily commit ; but I feel 
joy along with my sorrow. ‘Till now 
I have only praised with my mouth 
and lips, but now I pray to Him with 
all my heart.’ 

About 400 persons attend worship, 
so thatthe place of meeting first e- 
rected cannot contain those who are 
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willing toatlend. The baptized breth- 
ren and sisters, while conversing to- 
gether, in their private meetings, of 
tLe word of God, and their experi- 
ence, speak with " such warmth aud 
liveliness as would surprise you. 

Since I came to Africaner’s Kraal 
(which I have named levedalenn) I 
have baptized 40 persons, converts 
and their children—married about 40 
couple—16 have been born—8 died. 

100 Bibles and 100 New-Testaments 
have been received from the Bible So- 
ciety, for those who can read the 
Dutch language. The females are 
fond of learning to knit: Mrs. Ebner 
instructs thei in knitting. 





DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES FROM ENG- 
LAND FOR CEYLON AND MADRAS. 

On Monday, Dec. 15th, the Rev. 
Messrs. Lambrick, Mayor, Ward, and 
Knight, with Mrs. Mayor, and Mrs. 
Ward, all for Ceylon; and the Rev. 
Messrs. Baker, and Barenbruck, with 
Mrs.Barenbruck, for Madras ; embark- 
ed at Gravesend,’on board the Vitto- 
ria, Captain Dudman; when the ship 
fell down the river with a fair wind; 
the Rev. Joseph Fenn, with Mrs Fenn, 
expecting to embark in a few days, at 
Portsmouth on board the Moira, Cap- 
tain Hornblow, for Madras; whe 
with the Missionaries mentioned in 
our last, as departing for the Mediter- 
ranean and West Africa, the whole of 
the seventeen persons addressed at the 
Special Meeting of the Soc ety; on the 
28th of October, will be on their way 
to their respective places of destina- 
tion. 

These Christian men and women 
have awakened the affection of many, 
and will be followed by earnest pray- 
ers. The Missionaries have, in vi ene 
ous places, by sermons ard meeting 
cherished and extended, far and aide, , 
that enlightened zeal in the cause of 
Missions, which-is becoming more anc 
more, the glory and defence « ; oul 
country. May ‘God. our Saviour, bless 
them all! and make every 
them and every other humble and 
zealous laborer among the Heathen, « 
blessing unto thousands ! 


one ©! 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Ard Hoyt, 
to his wife’s father in Southbury. Com- 
municated for the Religious Intelligencer. 

Cherokee Nation, Chickamaugah) 
January 20th, 1818. 

Honored Father—Through the good 
providence of our God, we arrived a‘ 
this place on the 3d inst. Our jour” 
ney was prosperous and the family are 
ali in good health except Esther, and 
we think she is no worse than she was 
before she began to journey. While 
on the water, she was sea sick, and 
suffered some on the road from bodily 
inurmity ; but she sustained the fa- 
tigues of the journey much better than 
she expected. Our passage by water 
was very quick and pleasant, except 
that we all experienced that sickness, 
which is the common lot of most, when 
they for the first time embark on the 
oceau. By land, we met witb no dis- 
aster worth mentioning. In our whole 
journey we were not hindered a single 
hour, by the sickness of any one of the 
family. Indeed, every thing respect- 
ing our journey, lias been ordered in 
much mercy, and we feel ourselves un- 
der renewed obligations to be grateful 
io that God, who giveth us all things 
richly to enjoy. 

You may ask why I have delayed to 
write for seventeen days after our ar- 
vival? There aretworeasons. I have 
been very busily engaged and have 
had several letters of importance to 
the mission to write ; but the chief rea- 
son is, [ wished to learn something of 
the prospects of the mission here, and 
of our probable place of future res- 

idence among these natives, that I 
might give you some information on 
these subjects. 

I will first state to you the plan of 
our missionary business. A boarding 
school is established where the native 
children can be fed and instructed, iree 
of expence to theie parents. Large 
preparations in buildings are necessa- 
ry, that there may be room for the 
children and others to ledge, eat, &c. 
ce. It requires, also, great prepara- 
tions for food. We are allowed to 
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clear and improve as much land as we 
please. For this purpose, labouring 
men are employed, &c. The fainily 
at present, consists of about twenty, 
besides a large school of children and! 
many comiog and going: but the num. 
ber ef labourers must be increased jy 
the summer, as it will be much cheap. 
er to raise food than to buy it. The 
scholars ate instructed in the Ex»! oi 
lish language, in the various branches} #,¢ tf 
ef common school learning, and spe PE, edo 
cial pains are taken every day to inJ }g5), 
struct them in the principles of oul ect 
most holy religion. Every Sabbath); 

we have preaching to the natives a) sf 
the establishment, and preaching al 
other places as opportunity presi i 
Visiting families, &c. is also to be at.) 
tended to. Other establishments off 
this nature, and on this plan, are con) 
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templated in this nation; but before) ®, 
another is attempted here, it is intesid-) By yyy 
ed to make at least one establishment! 4a); 
on this plan with the Choctaws, one) Bary 
with the Chickasaws, and one with) Bop 
the Creeks. ‘The Cherekees are very) }yoy, 
anxious for another to be set up in) Bose 
mediately in this nation; but they are) Ww, 
told they must wait until we have done} §yys 
as much for their brethren as has now) 4/6, 
been done for them. The nextestablish-| ¥y, y) 
ment is to be made with the Chectaws, © 


aad it is probable that will be our sta-7 
tion; but we may be stationed where /™ 
we now are, and others be sent from” 
this station to the new establishment, 
when it shall be prepared. We all!) 
feel as yet well pleased with this bu-)& 
siness. Weare quite at home, and 
happy in the hope of doing some good f 
to this long neglected people. Our’ 
school [ think ts composed of as fine 


ere 
children as Lever saw ; aud those who Qiep 
have never seen the Indians, only in Boro, 
their depressed -!ate among the whites, Bur 


have no correct idea of what they are. ay; 
The natives treat us with the greatest 


eal 
kindness, aud appear to be very sensi- Byio 
ble that we have come to do them Muay 
good. Some of them already give ev- al, 
idence of a saving change, aud others Bey 
are very seriously impressed with the np 
solemn truths of the gospel. [have 5, 


communed at the Lord’s table with 








ihe second ehiefofthe Nation. In in- 
1d As we fluence he is the first in the nation ; 
bouring# and { have seldom met with a more 
family understanding, lively and interesting 
twenty Bchristian ‘The Christian shines con- 
€N andi§ picuous in all his deportment. [four 
6 1UM-B Christian friends in Southbury, could 
ased iy step over to this place and make us a 
Cheap-[¥ hort visit, [think I would shew them 
, Phe Fsomething that weuld enliven and re- 
€ Kul B pice their hearts, increase the fervor 
anche f#of their prayers, and excite them to 
nd spef 9 edouble their exertions for the mis- 


to inf sionary cause. Their eyes would af- 
of oul ect their hearts, and from the abun- 
abbath | Buance of the heart, would the mouth 

speak, and the hands and feet act. 
On their way to us, I would wish them 
Wo see the 12,000 Cherokees sitting in 
be at Rheir dark habitations without any 
nts O&FF-orrect ideas of the way of salvation. 
€ COMP would then take them into our Sab- 
before) Math day assembly, and shew them a 
nteud-F Giumber of these people listening with 
hment| Mearnest attention to the word of life. 
S, Ole) BAfter public worship, they should hear 
> With them in private conversation say, they 
e very) never heard or thought of these things 
P lr Mbefore they heard them at this place. 
PY arey MH would shew them the tears which I 
> done | Enyself have seen rolling down the 


ves atl 


ing at 
esents, 





iS nNOwWs heek, while the trembling sinner with 
blish-| Waultering tongae, says, “I will come 
claws, Zand hear more of these things—I be- 
ir Sta-| Bieve they are true—I have been a 
where) reat sinner,” &c. O, if you and our 
from wpiherChristian friends could have been 
~~ “@ resent at our church meeting this af- 
Te ally 





ernoon, and heard the evidences ofa 


is bu- “#eving change which were given by 
» and Bhree of these natives, who are to be 
good | iropounded next Sabbath, methinks it 

Our Would almost have paid for a journey 
Se Bere. And could you, father, but just 
> Who Etep into our family, and see 20 or 30 
ly in @promising boys and girls committed to 
hites; Bour care to be educated as Christian 
are. Qehildren are, or go into our school and 
atest Ghear them read and spell, or even go 
ens Ginto the room where your grand- 
pene Miavgiiter has a little group of beauti- 
eev- ol, well dressed Indian girls, knitting, 
thers @ ewing and the like, while she is teach- 
» the Mog them what God is, and how they 
have BB! o.-14 t 


serye him, I think you would 


“iA 


with 
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never grieve that one branch of your 
family is torn from your embrace, to 
be planted inthis wilderness. But you 
cannot see these things, nor can I ful- 
ly describe them. Pray for us. Intreat 
all our Christian friends to pray for us 
and for all missionaries. Your ever 
affectionate son. Arp Hoyv. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Hebard to the Editor, daied Brandon, 
Vt. March 30th, 1813. 


Dear Sir—On the fourth of Nov. 
last, | wrote you an account of some 
events, which had transpired in this 
place for s:veral years previous te, 
and during the late reiigious awaken- 
ing among the people of my particu. 
lar charge. Since the date of my let- 
ter, some things have taken place a- 
mong us, which I take the liberty to 
communicate. There had been for 
years, so great deiiciency as to system 
in supporting the gospel; and the sub- 
ject had been so little attended to, 
that, | saw no way for me to continue 
in the ministry with this people, for 
want of support. Afier mucli serious 
meditation, and frequent conversation 
with some influential characters, I at- 
tempted to engage the people to form 
intoa regular Society, agreeable to a 
statute law of this state; and, after 
meeting with some opposition from 
a few; and the able, avd persevering 
assistance of many, avery respectable 
Society was organized, some time in 
Nov. last. After which, the Society 
voted to raise my yearly salary one 
third, beside engaging other perqui- 
sites; making in the whole, my stipu- 
lated support, double what it was be- 
fore. I state these things, as au en- 
couragement to ministers, who may 
be desponding about support. Let 
such often go to the throne of grace 
with their tials; and, if no incividest 
among their people will attempt a re- 
formation about support, let them, 
with prudence, meekness, and humble 
reliance on Divine aid, attempt the 
work themselves: and if their people 
love them, and love the gospel, they 
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will probably succeed; and in this 
way, the painful scenes of separation 
from a dear anc worthy people, may 
be prevented. And surely, it illy be- 
comes a soldier of the cross, to desert 
his post, and leave his flock exposed 
to the enemy, until he finds an apolo. 
gy which will justify him at the bar of 
Christ: and the friends of the Re- 
deemer should not say, there is a lion 
in the way, when, perhaps, on a tho- 
rough trial, the seemingly insurmount- 
able difficulty'may prove to be a mere 
creature of the imagination. 

Since November last, there has 
been a number of instances of hopeful 
converston. Seven have been added 
to the church; three by letter, and 
four by profession. Several members 
have removed from this place, and 
have taken letters to other churches. 
\ Sabbath School has been establish 
ed, and a Heathen School Society has 
been organized. A number ef young 
men, the subjects of the late awaken. 
ing, are now attending the academy 
in this village, with a design to obtain 
a liberal education, with a view to the 
ministry. 

The Congregational Charch, and 
the Baptist Church tn this town, meet 
alternately at the two meeting houses, 
and untte in prayer on the first Mon- 
day in each month. The Baptist 
Church in this town have had a very 
considerable share in the late revival 
of religion in this place; what num- 
bers have been added, I de not know. 
Some additions have been made to 
the Methodists; but of the number, 
Tam ignorant. Notwithstanding the 
great difference in sentiment and 
practice ‘between the different reli- 
gious denominations in this town, there 
is very little contention. Almost all 
the civil oflicers in town are members 
of the churcli; and those who are not 
members of the church, are, by no 
means, openly hostile to religion; and 
the state of society is very agree- 
able. 

I remain, Sir, with very great res- 
pect, a in the fellowship of the 
gospel. Exsenezer Hesarp. 





Revival of Religion, in Brandon, Vt. 









P. S. A few days since, was put int 
my hand, the Boston Recorder of t) 
24th March inst. ; in which I find som 
strictures on my letter to you, of th 
the 4th Nov. last; and, reference alsy 
to a comunication from a_ professe 
“Lover of fair statements:” whic) 
communieation [ have never seen 
nor did [ know, unti! this paper cam 
into my hand, that any person felt ip 
jured by what I had stated, or omitte/ 
in my letter; and, as the public ma) 
expect some answer to the Editor ¢ 
the Recorder from me; [ have 
other reply to make than tus: thajl 
I had no intention of depriving anf 
Church, or class of people, of any 
their rights; or to conceal, or depry 
ciate, their importance in the view@ 
























the public. But as they have they ,,, 
own channels of public informatio), Ty 
I did not suppose I was doing they § yy 
an injury, oc robbing God of his glor! @ .x 





any more than in neglecting to givel Ban 
statement of the religious awakeni') 


on 
in other parishes in this vicinity. M @ },, 
statement was designed to exhibit th @ yp, 
religious state of the people ander ni @ iq 
particular charge, among whom tl yy 
awakening first began ; and we ho ae en 
throogh infinite mercy, it has not yO@ jy 
wholly subsided. E. 1 
We presume any * Lover of fair staid to 
ments,” will be satished with the explan | ry 
tion here given. Ii these was any omissiGg y. 
in the narrative alluded to, we think 05 hi 
blame will rest on us, as the following! - 
an extract from ourcircular, one of why > 
was forwarded to Mr. H. Bal 
** Rev'd Sir—1 am desirons of procurintgy ye 
for the Religious Bnielligencer, narratives |@  ,,, 
revivals of religion. For this porpose | if 
have thought proper to issue a circular! 
the Clergy of New England, New Yor r\ 
and New Jersey ; requesting from each 009 le 
of them, whose labours have been bless 
within the last fuur or five years, a sucein o 


account of the work of Divine Grace in b® ] 
own parish. Permit me, Sir, to request th 


favor partic ularly of yourself, at-a¥ early 
period as can be cunrenient.” tl 
This request would have been made wi! a 
eqnal freedam to any. minister of the Bap" it 
Church, but knowing that there was a res e 
pectable Magazine in Boston, in which re 4 

vivals among the Baptist denominatiog 
were exclusively published, we have com u 
tented ourselves with copying fromit. Fy fe 
[Edom a 
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ARINE BIBLE SOCIETY OF NEW-HAVEN. 


The first anniversary of this Society was 


‘ea ai..mpolden at the Lecture room, in Orange 
nce alsy ; : i. 
rof ireet on Tuesday evening the 7th of April. 

Prolessed ne President (Elias Shipman Esq.) took 
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er Seen 
per Can 
on felt iy 
Omilte 
blic ma 
Editor , 
have 
is: thajl 
ving ang 
of any ¢ 
or depres 
e views 
ave they 






he chair; when the meeting was opened 
vith prayer by Mr. Ingersoll. ‘The follow- 
ng Keport of ihe managers was presented 
o ihe Society. 








Soon after the formation of the So- 
iety, (4th July last,) the Board of 
Managers held their first meeting ; es- 
ablished some regulations for their 
wn government; and appointed sev- 
eral Committees, in order that the ob- 
ject of the Institution might be in im- 
mediate progress. One of the commit- 
tees was requested to prepare an ad- 
dress to Seamen, upon the important 














"Malou Pruths contained in the Sacred Vol- 
ing ther# ume of Instruction; which has been 
is glory F executed, approved by the Managers, 
to give’ @ and directed to be printed, and pasted 
akeni(® on all the covers of the Bibles distri- 
ty. Mp buted by the Society. Tickets of 
hibit that member ship, to be signed by the Pres- 
nder 0 ident and Secretary, were voted at this 
101 1 meeting, for tlie purpose of giving to 
re ho each seaman who should become a 
a: YO@ member of the Society. The Secre- 
¥ I, 1@ wry was directed, (at the same time, ) 
ir sta @ to write to the Corresponding Secreta- 
nae ry of the Marine Bible Society of New- 
‘ink ” York, for Bibles; and communicate to 
owing a Dim, for the informatic 1 of the parent 
of whid@ Society, the fact of the formation of 
7 an auxiliary Society in this place. In 
occurs reply to a letter addressed: to him, a- 
rte @ greeable to these directions, the 9th of 
cularal July last, the C ‘orresponding Secreta- 
v Vor ry, (Rev. Ward Staflord,) writes as fol- 
ach of = jlows: 
pena “Jn further answering your letter 
a iam of the 9th inst. permit me to say, that 
estthag 4 shall with great pleasure “ commu- 
‘earlj/@@ = Nicate” to the Board of Managers of 
| the New-York Marine Bible Society, 
- “"@ attheir next meeting, the animating 
ad intellivence, “that an auxiliary Soci 
a od ely was formed in New Ilaven, the 
natio@® «4th inst. and present the account of 
e com tse transactions of the meeting, at the 
t. |) formation of the Society, published in 


the Connecticut Herald,” and which 


Edison 
» you inclosed in your letter. I rejoice 
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that I had an opportunity to “ judge 
of the feelings which characterized 
the proceedings of that meeting.” 
It is among the happy circumstan- 
ces which have attended formations 
of these Societies, that there has been 
but one mind—one feeling. It is, 
in my view, an additional evidence, 
that these exertions are among the 
ineans which are to hasten that. day, 
when there shall be but one Fo/d and. 
one Shepherd —when all shall be enlist- 
ed under the great Captain of our Sal- 
vation. 

“ That your Society will be the in- 
strument of doing much “ for the Re~ 
deemer by the dissemination of his 
Truths,” soarcely admits of a doubt. 
If any personal exertions, of which 
you are pleased to speak, were of any 
use in the “ foundation of the Sotiety,” 
the “ gratitude” is all due to“ Heaven,” 
for having “ directed” them. In 
looking at the formation of the Socie- 
ty, it affords me pleasure, that it was 
not particularly premeditated at that 
time, either by’myseli, or, as | believe, 
by any one concerned. ‘The readj- 
ness, the zeal, the unanimity of senfi- 
ment and feeling, with which Cliris- 
tians of diflerent denominations en- 
gaged in this good work, evince thaé 
Gop has prospered the way. lis ori- 
gin, like its object, is divine,—and 
permit me to remark th vt when we 
approach such an institution, it be- 

comes us to do it with pure hearts and 
holy hands—to see that we are ani- 
mated by the sprit of that Say 
whese Kingdom itis the object 
Society to enlar ge. 

“ We shall proc eed with increased 
energy and animation, when assured 
that your Society will “ readil 
erate with eurs, in all endeavours 
which may lead to thespreading of the 
knowledge of God’s word among the 
seamen ofour country.and in ail mea- 
sures which may have a tendency to 
raise their pooner mie and standing ink 
society,” to rendea therm tustrainenta 
in didusing the blessings of the ( FOS Pi 
of Peace, and fit them for the King- 
dom of Heaven.” 

Your Managers have the satisiae 
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tion to report, that 144 persons have 
become members of this Society, since 
its formation; of which number, 101 


are seamen, including 23 masters of 


vessels. This number is less than 
might have been anticipated; but 
when the decay of foreign trade from 
this port, is taken into consideration, 
the number is proportionably large. 
Nine months have elapsed, since the 
Society began its operations, and, 
during that period, only 26 vessels 
have sailed for foreign ports,and about 
60 on coasting vovages, exclusive of 
tie packets and other craft that ply 
between this port and New York. 
From the greatest propertion of these 
vessels, more or less of the seamen 
have readily, upon invitation, become 
members. 

Your Managers have, at different 
times, ordered the purchase of 150 Bi- 
Ples—LOL have been dGistribated to 
members, principally seamen; 3 have 
jyveen sold, and 40are now on hand. 

Notwithstanding the field upon 
w.bich your Managers have entered, 
has been very limited, yet they cannot 
yefi‘ain from congratulating the mem- 
bers of the Society, for the success 
that has attended their efforts thus 
far; .and they would recommend a 
continyied and increased exertion to 
promote the objects which the institu- 
tion has in view. If this Society 
should be, or has been, the “humble 
instrument of doing any thing for the 
tedeemer, by the dissemination of 
his Truths,” to God’s name give the 
glory. 

When the Christian world seems to 
bz awake, and an immense effort is 
making to diffuse the Scriptures, not 
vuly in our own, but in all the living 
languages of men; may we not hope 
to become some humble link of that 
vast chain of means, by which God 
will accomplish his purposes, in bring- 
ing forward the Latter Day Glory, 
“when the whole earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.’ 

From the Treasurer's Report submitted 


to the meeting and accepted, it appears 
that the receipts for the past vear, bave 
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been about $125, which sum has been ex 


pended in the purchase of 150 Bioles, to- 


gether with some incidental expenses. 


The foliowing Officers were elected for 
the ensuing year, 

Elias Shipman, Esq. President. 

Deacon William Austin, Esq, Ist 
Vice President. 

Nr. A. Kieston, 2d do. 

Mr. Isaac Gilbert, 3d do. 

Rev. Henry Lines, 4th do. 

Mr. [.liha Sanford, Treasurer. 

Mr. Timothy Bishop, Secretury. 


Committee. 

Captains John Miles, Frederick 
Lee, Elnathan Atwater, Daniel P. 
Augur, Solomon Collis, Samuel B. 
Ingersoll, Tyler Hemmungway, An- 
drew Davis, Wm. L. Clark, Henry C. 
Flagg, Esq. Messrs. Russel Hotch- 
kiss, Ezra Hotchkiss, Samuel Lang- 
don, Leman Dunning, Henry Oaks, 
Heury Trowbridge, ‘T. D. Williams, 
Pember Jocelin, Thomas Atwater, 
Charles W hittelsey. 


We feel a peculiar interest inthe pros” 
perity of this Society, and we wish to pre” 
sentil to our readers, especially to the Cil- 
izens of New-Haven, as an Institution 
which has a strong claim to their patronage 
and one in which they have a deep inter. 
est. It will beseen by the foregoing Re- 
port, that more than 100 of its members are 
seamen. most of these have probably bes 
come inembers by paying 75 cents each, 
(See constitution p.104) and they have gen- 
erally received in return, a Bible that cost 
Sl cents and a card of membership. Al- 
though the managers may have fouod #2 
rieh reward for all their benevolence and 
labour of love,when whole ships crews have 
come forward in a body and become mem- 
bers of their Society, and purchased for 75 
cents, a Treasure that is wortha World; 
yet, the Christian Public should remember 
that sueh subscribers diminish instead of 
increase the funds of the Society. This 
Society bas claims on your patronage from 
the landable zeal manifested by its officers 
and managers, in disseminating the Word 
of Life among a class of men who are not 
less deserving, and who are perhaps more 
needy than any other. The sailor, while 
pursuing a lawful commerce, is contributing 
to your wealth and comfort, as essentially 
as the merchant, the farmer, or the mechan- 
ic; andin doing this, he must necessarily 


make a sacrifice of many social enjoyments, 
and be deprived of most of the instiwuted 
Surely then none stand in 


means of grace, 
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greater need of the Bible—none have more 
leisure to read it—none can be more 
strengthened by its consolations, and none 
are so often called to trust their ali to that 
Anchor to the soul which it reveals. 

This Society has claims for support on 
Christians of all denominations, from tbe 
delightful (though solitary in this place) 
example it exhibits to the world. Among 
its members and its officers, we behold some 
of all denominations, united like a band of 
brothers in circulating ‘*the Holy Scrip- 
tures without note or commen: :” they have 
risen above those sectarian prejudices, 
which like an untimely frost, have once and 
ayain blasted the rising hope that Christians 
at least weuld be agreed in giving to a per- 
ishing world, the W ‘ord of ecernal life, pure 
and simple, as they reeeived it from 
their Lord and Master. 





FONTRIDUTIONS TO THE AMERICAN BI- 
BLE SOCIETY. 


The treasurer of the American Bi- 
ble Society has acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of the following contributions, in 
March, 1818—viz. 

From the Norfolk Bible Society, a 
donation of $150; the Washington 
County B.S. (N. Y. ) $370, their sur- 
plus funds ; bok Lynchburgh Bb. 8. 

Va.) $350, part of their surplus funds; 
the New -Jersey B. 8. $500, to pur- 
chase Bibles; Samuel Bayard, Esq. 
SoU, to purchase Bibles; the Reform- 
ed Dutch Church at English Neigh 

hourhood, Bergen County, (N. . 1.) 
$160, to constitute their pastor, the 
tev. Cornelius J. Demarest, a direct- 
or for life; the students of Middlebury 
College, (Vt.) $120, presented to 
Rev. Joshua Bates , their President (in 
addition to $30 received Sth Dec. 
last) to constitute him Director for 
life :—from the following gentlemen as 
members for life : James Monroe, Esq. 
President of the United States, $50, 
William H. Crawford, Esq. Secretary 
of the Treasury of the U.S. $30; a 
Cc. Calhoun, Esq. Secretary at War, 
$30; Richard Crowninshield, Esq. 
Secretary of the Navy, $30; James 
W. M‘Cullongh, Esq. of Baltimore, 
$100; Elias B. Caldwell, Esq.of Wash- 
ington City, (D. C.) $30:—also $30 
cach te constitute the following minis- 
terssmembers for life, viz :-—Rev. Dan- 
ie! C.Clark, by the Female Cent Socie- 


ty of Southbury, Conn.; Rev. Lyman 
Beecher, by a number of ladies of the 
first Ecclesiastical Society in Litch- 
field, Conn. ; Rev. Dr.William Neil, by 
a Bible Class of young ladies of ‘his 
congregation, in Philadelphia ; Rev. 

James M‘Chord, by several ladies of 
Market-street Church, Lexington, 
(Ky.); Rev. Joseph E. Camp, by be- 

nevolent females in the Soc iety of 
North Litchfield, (Conn.); Rev. Iche- 

bod Nichols, by a number of young 
gentlemen of the first C ongregational 
Society in Portland, (Me.); Rev. Na- 
thaniel Hewitt, by the ladies of Fair- 
field, (Conn.); Rev. Thomas LH. Skin- 
ner, by ladies of thr Fifth Presbyteri- 
an Church in Philadelphia; Rev. Ar- 
chibald Alexander, by several students 
of the Theological Seminary at Prince- 
ton, (N. J.); Rev. E lisha Macurdy, by 
the congregations of Cross Roads and 
Three Springs, Burk’s County, (Pa.); 
Rev. John Langdon, by the ladies of 
Bethlehem, (Conn.); Rev. Philander 
Parmele, by the Female Cent Society 
in Bolton, (Conn.):—also’ three Dol- 
lars for the annual contribution of each 
of the three following members: Rev. 

John Knox, of New-York; Edward 
Payson Willis, of Boston ; —x Lo- 

phar Meade, of Horseneck, (N. Y. 





Bible Anecdote. 

The following instance will prove 
the influence of the Sacred Volume 
on the minds of seamer. A pilot 
residing within our district, called on 
one of the Committee for the pur- 
pose of purchasing a Bible; after he 
had obtained the wisibed for object, he 
stated that within the last few days he 
had witnessed two remarkab!e instan 
ces of the good effects of reading the 
Holy Scriptures. He had been en ga- 
ged to conduct two vessels successively 
to the Downs, and being struck with 
the astonishing quietude and good or- 
der on board, be was anxious to know 
the cause; this he speedily discovered 
to be the same on board both ships. 
The morning’s toil commenced, and 
the evening’s labour concluded, by 
reading a portion of the Scriptures to 
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the assembled crew, accompanied 
with orayer to the Almiglity Father 
for his blessing and watchful care over 
them. From the Docks to the Downs 
he declared he did not hear a single 
oath or profane expression; and be- 
fore he resigned his charge, he could 
not help acknowledging to the respect- 
ive masters, that in no instance what- 
ever had he beheld the duties of a sea- 
faring life so well and faithfully per- 


formed. 





The Managers of the American Bible 
Society, at their meeting on the 19ih day 
of March, 1818, adopied the following Res- 
olution, viz. 

‘¢ | hat in ordinary cases occurring with- 
in the U.S. it is inconsistent with the best 
inieresss of this Society to distribute the Bi- 
ble gratuilously, except through the medi- 
um of Auxiliary Spcieties.” 

The managers embrace the opportunity 
which. this notice affords them, of recom- 
mending the formation of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties in all those places where the inhabit- 
ants are destitute of the Bible. 

However small these Auxiliaries may be 
inthe number of members, and unable to 
contribute, for the present, to the funds of 
the American Bible Society, they may still 
be the depository and distMbutors of the 
Bibles which the Managers may deem prop- 
er to afford them gratuitously. 

By order of the Board, 
JOUN B. ROMEYN. 

Secretary for Domestic Correspondence. 





We feel under obligations to the writer 
of the tollowing note, for the sympathy he 
has manifested in our trials. Deeply as we 
are interested in this subject, we should 
hardly dare to publish it, were it not that 
apart of it is meant for the good of our 
subscribers. We have doubtless as much 
compassion for them in this case as the 
good old woman who sold bread felt for her 
customers, when she said it made her very 
heart ache to see the poor creatures come 
with the money in their hands, aud she had no 
bread for them. 

Mr. Wairrnc—Your complaint in 
one of your late Numbers, of the de- 
linquency of your subscribers in pay- 
ing vou, has affected me to the heart. 
1 feel for you, and I feel for them. 

[ feel for you. It is hard, it is cruel, 


it is unpardonable, (unless reform fol- 
low) to keep a man out of his just 
debts, so long after they are due, ex- 
traordinary circumstances excepted. 


So J think; and I beg you will allow 
me to say itto my brother subscribers. 
It must be very embarrassing and per- 
plexing ; and I know not how you get 
along in such a case, unless you re- 
sort to the bank, as many otliers do ; 
but then interest must be paid in ad- 
vance; while you receive none, eve 
after ut is due; but suffer greatly by 
the delay. You labour hard, labour 
faithfully ;—your work is certainly 
worth its price—the labourer is wore 
thy of his hire; aud it is most unrea- 
sonable that you should not be paid in 
season. 

Should any of your readers take of- 
fence at this plain dealing, and with- 
draw their subscription in conse- 
quence, this will but increase your in- 
jury. The only way to repair the 
damage, is to forward immediately 
whatis now due, and make punctual 
payments for the time to come. __ 

I feel for your subscribers themselves, 
who are in arrears. 

They will read the Intelligencer 
with greater delight, when they can re- 
flect, at the time, that it is paid for. 
To read it while owing for it, is some- 
thing like drinking “stolen water: and 
Solomon did not mean that they are 
always “sweet.” It is hard paying 
for a coat after it is worn out. New 
the way to make the business light and 
agreeable, is to pay when pay-day 
comes ; and should it be done before that 
time, the greater will be the satisfac- 
tion felt in reflection. Ihave peculiar 
claims to be heard on this subject; for 
I speak from my own experience. J 
used to be delinquent in paving for pe- 
riodical publications; buat (dike the way 
of transgressors) I found it hard for 
myself and hard for others to get along 
so. Asa corrective, both for myself 
and them, | adopted this plan of pay- 
ing punctually for whatever I subscri- 
bed. And no pesson, who has not 
had the same happy experience, can 
conceive with how much more freedom 
and pleasure I take up a Newspaper, 
Magazine, or book, to read, when I 
know that I do not owe for it, and am 
compiimented and courted as a good 
customer. A SusscriBEes. 
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